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MASSIMODECARLO Piéce Unique is delighted to
conclude this first year in Paris with its first
presentation of a work by John Armleder.

# “I have always believed that a show using
artworks- existing ones or not- creates another
artwork, which is separate from the artworks
themselves and is a new one.”

» A you know, I am also fascinated about
decoration, Christmas decorations and all that
stuff. Glitter has always existed in art since as long
as we can think, in one form or another like
mosaic mirrors.”

-+ “My work is a cultural fact, an inevitable fact. If
artists disappeared, art would be produced

by others, with different consciousness, means and
materials. The individual artist fulfills

just a box. He is an instrument so that this
establishment, this accumulation of facts

can organize themselves. In fact, I had two goals in
this prospect that were lost on their own.

The first would have been not to recognize my
work. I have unfortunately not arrived yet

to enter a museum and not recognize one of my
pieces. And for the second, ideally I would have
wanted to do only one thing.”

# “My mother went to Hawaii when I was a kid
and brought me back a Hawaiian shirt, which
maybe changed my life!”

# “The juxtaposition of real and fake has always
interested me. Because we produce life in one way
or another, or picture it, and the origin of the
image sometimes decays.”

) “Ialways have a problem when people fashion
the fact that they are clever. They stage the fact that
they are clever. I think this sophistication is very
attractive. It’s aesthetically very impressive but in a
way that bugs me.”

# “The message doesn’t exist. Art never said
anything: it has always been a platform that people
can use to say things if they want, but art itself is
mute, all art is mute.”

) “When I see art which has nothing to do with
what I do and I would never do, I nevertheless
think that it’s something I could have done.”

# “One can imagine that all the apples that
Cézanne painted are no longer on this planet,
maybe they have been eaten, maybe by him.”

# “In a way a genius architect like Frank Lloyd
Wright did everything wrong in terms of installing
artworks and it’s somehow successful. I have very
good memories of most of the shows I saw at the
Guggenheim and in a way it’s the worst technical
museum you can imagine. The good thing about
this kind of museum- this is what I always tell my
son who is a skateboarder- is that they are the best
museums in the world for skateboarding. The sad
thing is that they don’t let anyone skate...”

# “What you do is simply something that was
bound to happen when you do it.”

) “At one point we decided that an artist should
be a guy who doesn’t fit. If he fits perfectly, there
are no consequences. I think that’s totally wrong.
In fact, you cannot not fit. The more you don’t fit,
the more the world of art will crosstalk, and it
would mean that you fit again. The more you
break the mold the more the mold is there in a
way. Isn’t it a parody of life, perhaps?”

John Armleder

Ooooze, 2021

Mixed media on canvas, 250 x 225 x 4 cm
98 1/3 x 88 1/2 x 1 1/2 inches
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John Armleder
John Armleder was born in Geneva in 1948, where
he lives and works.

John Armleder’s career spans across fields and
discourses, including paint, performance art,
sculpture, collecting, curating and editing.
Armleder is the co-founder of ECART - “gap,”
“interval,” or “divergence” in French, founded the
spirit of the Fluxus movement. In the 1970’s and
1980’s, ECART was a bridge between Switzerland
and the international art scene, producing a
prolific output of multi-faceted activities and
collaborations with many leading artists, including
Joseph Beuys and Andy Warhol.

John Armleder has had solo exhibitions in
prestigious institutions such as: Again, Just Again,
Rockbund Art Museum, Shanghai, C (2021), It
Never Ends, Kanal Centre Pompidou, Brussels, B
(2021), Della materia spirituale, MAXXI, Rome, I
(2020), Schirn Kunsthalle, Frankfurt, D (2019);
Aspen Art Museum, Aspen, USA(2019); Museion,
Bolzano, Italy (2018); MADRE - Museo d'Arte
Contemporanea Donnaregina, Naples, I (2018);
Istituto Svizzero di Roma, Rome (2017);
Consortium of Dijon, France (2014), Dairy Art
Centre, London (2013); Swiss Institute, New York,
USA (2012); Kunstmuseum, Sankt-Gallen,
Switzerland (2010).

Francesca Sabatini
sabatini@massimodecarlo.com
+33670 87 1562

Press Contact: ]

Selected group shows include: Il sogno di

Antonio : un viaggio tra arte e tessuto, Fondazione
Antonio Ratti, Como, I (2021), Stop Painting,
Fondazione Prada, Venezia, I (2021), Villa
Chiuminatto, Torino, I (2021), Récit d'un temps
court, MAMCO, Geneva, CH (2016); Biennale de
lI'image en mouvement 2016, Centre d'Art
Contemporain Geneve, Geneva, CH (2016);
Accrochage, Musée d’Art Moderne et
Contemporain, Strasbourg, F (2015); Don't Shoot
The Painter, GAM, Milano, I (2015); Food:
Produire, Manger, Consommer; Musée des
civilisations de I'Europe et de la Méditerranée,
Marseille, F (2014); Abstract Generation: Now in
Print, MoMA, New York, USA (2013); The System
of Objects, The Dakis Joannou Collection, DESTE
Foundation for Contemporary Art, Athens, GR
(2013); Neon - Who's afraid of red, yellow and
blue?, La Maison Rouge, Antoine de Galbert
Foundation, Paris, F (2012).



