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MASSIMODECARLO Piéce Unique is pleased to
present I/ Faraone Sommerso, a solo presentation
by Xiyao Wang - her first with the gallery in Paris.

Wang's exhibition borrows its title from an aria in
Francesco Nicola Fago's eighteenth-century oratorio
of the same name, the account of Pharaoh's army
being given back to the sea, sung by Philippe
Jaroussky in a recording that stayed with Wang
throughout the making of these works.

"The title Il Faraone Sommerso came from a song that
accompanied me intensively while I was creating
these two paintings. What attracted me was not only
the image of the 'submerged pharaoh' itself, but the
feeling contained within it - a sense of sinking into
another layer of time, memory, and consciousness."

Wang's titles have always worked this way. They are
not, she says, "an explanation of the work, but a way
of opening another dimension of perception. The title
creates a connection between the painting, my
personal experience, and a wider cultural or
emotional memory." Il Faraone Sommerso asks to be
read the same way.

That feeling begins, as her work always does, before
there is any image at all. Asked what a new series
starts from, Wang describes something closer to a
change in weather than an idea:

"My works usually begin not with a specific image,
but with a heightened state of perception - a
sensitivity to the subtle changes of the world, such as
light, temperature, color, and the rhythms of nature.
Painting allows me to capture these often overlooked
experiences and transform them into another form of
existence."

Those sensations "gradually transform into lines,
rhythms, and spaces on the canvas" - what she calls,
elsewhere, a search for "a state of freedom and
openness beyond boundaries," where the line
becomes "a trace of movement, energy, and time,

connecting my inner world with the constantly
changing world around me."

For this presentation, that boundary-crossing takes
on a particular weight. Wang sees them as "a
continuation of my practice, but also as a subtle shift"
- carrying forward her ongoing exploration of line
and movement while turning toward something more
introspective. "The 'submerged' state," she says, "is not
about disappearance, but about entering a place
where boundaries become less fixed — between past
and present, nature and human experience, the
conscious and the unconscious."

Wang describes every canvas as "a new beginning, but
not as an isolated one" — each one carrying traces of
what came before, "not necessarily in the form of
images, but through sensations, rhythms, and ways of
seeing that continue to evolve." As she puts it: "a new
canvas is a new space to enter, but it also carries the
energy and experiences accumulated along the way."
These paintings arrive already carrying that
inheritance. Il Faraone Sommerso sinks into that
accumulated space - and in sinking, finds a place
where the distinctions we usually rely on hold a little
less tightly.

Xiyao Wang

Xiyao Wang is one of the most prominent young
voices in abstract painting. Born in 1992 in
Chonggqing, she currently lives and works in Berlin.

Renowned for her powerful, immersive paintings,
Wang’s distinctive use of colour, volume and texture
spells out her unique vocabulary. As a way for her to
transfer experiences and feelings from her internal
space into the external world, her work is highly
informed by her personal awareness and sensitivity.

Combining various techniques such as oil and acrylic
paint, chalk, graphite and oil sticks, she seeks balance
between the canvas and the body in physical
displacement. Expressive multicoloured lines evoke
the broadness of landscapes, movements and
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thoughts, composing lyrical arrangements that grace
the canvas in harmonious, energetic movements
layered onto compact pastel-coloured backgrounds.
Through a profound knowledge of both Asian and
Western traditions, she instinctively combines
influences from Taoism and dance with martial arts.
Brimming with energy, her large-scale works capture
movement on canvas.
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Artworks

Xiyao Wang

1l Faraone Sommerso No. 4, 2024

Acrylic, oil stick on canvas / Acrilico, bastoncino
all'olio su tela

200 x 190 cm / 78 3/4 x 74 6/8 inches

Xiyao Wang

1l Faraone Sommerso No. 3, 2024

Oil stick, charcoal on canvas / Bastoncino ad olio,
carboncino su tela

200 x 190 cm / 78 3/4 x 74 6/8 inches

Xiyao Wang

Mirror Flower, Fading as It's Drawn No. 1, 2025
Oil stick, charcoal on canvas / Bastoncino ad olio,
carboncino su tela

140 x 120 cm / 55 x 47 1/4 inches



