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MASSIMODECARLO is pleased to present Rivers
and Rooftops, Alfie Caine’s first solo exhibition
with the gallery.

For British painter Alfie Caine, space is both his
subject and his language - something to be lived in,
designed, and imagined. Trained in architecture
before turning to painting, Caine constructs
imagined interiors and landscapes that hover between
memory and invention. His rooms and vistas are
familiar yet impossible: domestic scenes that obey
their own geometry, built from longing.

Rivers and Rooftops takes its title from the two most
striking features of Rye, the small East Sussex town
where the artist lives and works - the rivers that cut
through its marshlands, and the rooftops that tumble
down from its hilltop. Each painting in the exhibition
traces a different viewpoint within this geography: the
sloping streets of the town seen from above, or the
still water glimpsed while walking his dog along the
path to the studio. The result is less a topographical
portrait than a mapping of perception - an ensemble
of viewpoints that carries the viewer through light,
air, and recollection.

Caine’s works are populated by windows, doorways,
and terraces, spaces that function as thresholds both
physically, between interior and exterior, and
figuratively, between intimacy and distance. The
artist’s architectural eye is evident in the balance of
structure and atmosphere: rooms framed by arches
and sills; tables and furniture situated in a softened
perspective; light falling across surfaces like a drawn
plan. The paintings invite entry, but remain just out
of reach. They are architectures of desire, assembled
from fragments of actual architecture interwined with
structures and forms conjured from Caine’s
imagination.

Colour plays a central role in sustaining this tension
between the real and the imagined. Walls are painted
in pinks, greens, and blues that feel both nostalgic
and hyperreal, as if lifted from an interior design
magazine or an advertising poster from the 1980s.
These hues, calibrated rather than mimetic, guide the
viewer’s emotional response.

“I follow my instinct,” he notes, “to reach the feeling
that the scene needs.” That instinct for composition
owes as much to design and graphic art as to the
Renaissance painting he often studies. In his works,
Caine borrows the early Renaissance fascination with
perspective and framing devices. Caine’s rooms, like
Piero della Francesca’s ideal architectures, follow
their own internal logic. Their calm is never airless.
Soft brushwork, heightened colour, and the cameo of
a dog keep the atmosphere alive, suggesting a
presence just beyond the frame.

If architecture builds the real, Caine’s painting builds
the wished-for. His houses are refuges from pace and
noise, spaces of introspection. Rivers and Rooftops
invites viewers to wander through these imagined
spaces - to drift, as Caine does, between the tangible
and the imagined, along rivers that wind past
rooftops, where reality gives way to reverie.
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Alfie Caine

Alfie Caine (b. 1996, London) lives and works in East
Sussex, United Kingdom.

Caine's artistic practice centres on crafting

expansive worlds that operate at all levels; in the
architecture and fantasised countryside beyond their
windows, down to the minutiae of cutlery, tiles, and
fabrics. Navigating through dreamlike architectural
landscapes becomes both a refuge from personal
challenges and a powerful avenue for self-expression.

The former architecture graduate has been featured
in gallery exhibitions internationally, including The
Chalk Carver’s House, Margot Samel, New York, US
(2025); Green Stairway and Yellow Roses,
MASSIMODECARLO Piéce Unique, Paris, France
(2024); Whitechapel Gallery Art Icon Auction,
London, UK (2023); Moments of Calm, JARILAGER
Gallery X Lotte Gallery, Seoul, South Korea (2022)
and his inaugural solo exhibition What Lies Beyond,
UNION Gallery, London, UK.
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